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ALWAYS BETTER CARS

REVIVING MOTORSPORTS 
IN THE PHILIPPINES

SPECIAL FEATURE 

Overall Champion Vince Pornelos (top row, 
center) with Celebrity Champions Jinno Rufino  

(top row, leftmost) and Phoemela Baranda (top 
row, 2nd from right)

MEDIA/CELEBRITY EXHIBITION RACE
TMP held a Media/Celebrity Exhibition Race on January 
25, 2014 to kick-off Season 1 of the Vios Cup. Some of the 
country’s favorite celebrities and media personalities went 
wheel-to-wheel in 2014 at the Clark International Speedway 
in Pampanga.  Aside from the race, the event also included 
activities for everyone, like go-karting, bungee runs and 
reverse bungees.

In the Media Class, Vince Pornelos of Autoindustriya.com 
emerged as the winner in both the first and second heats of 
the race. Model and host Phoemela Baranda also won both 
heats in the Celebrity Class, followed by sports host Jinno 
Rufino. Vince Pornelos emerged as the Overall Champion of 
the Media/Celebrity Exhibition Race.

SEASON 1, RACE 1
On May 24, 2014, TMP officially held Race 1 of Season 1 of 
the 2014 Vios Cup. With thirty (30) race-ready Vios cars lined 
up, the 2014 Vios Cup had the largest grid in the history of 
Philippine motorsports. Almost 8,000 spectators from all over 
the country once again converged under the summer heat 
at the Clark International Speedway in Pampanga to witness 
the race. Aside from the two race heats scheduled, TMP also 
organized a drifting exhibition by the Japanese “Drift King” 
Keiichi Tsuchiya. 

Jason Choachuy, who raced for Toyota Balintawak, emerged as 
the winner in the first heat, while Allan Uy of Toyota Quezon 
Avenue was victorious on the second heat after scoring 
strategic points advantage in the 3-leg race series. Model and 
host Phoemela Baranda, won the Celebrity Division, while 
Chris Kho of TimeAttack Manila was the fastest in the Media 
Division.

In 2014, Toyota Motor Philippines Corporation (TMP) revived motorsports 
in the country as it invited the public to experience Waku-Doki, or heart-
racing fun, through the launch of the 2014 Vios Cup. 
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SEASON 1, FINAL RACE
The 2014 Vios Cup concluded with an action-packed Final 
Race at McKinley West, Bonifacio Global City in Taguig on 
October 18-19, 2014, with thirty-seven (37) racers competing 
for the championship titles in their respective categories 
and over 20,000 motorsports fans witnessing the event. The 
1.8-kilometer Automobile Association of the Philippines 
(AAP) and Toyota Racing Development (TRD) certified street 
circuit was built with double Armco and catch fencing, a first 
in the history of Philippine motorsports. Grids were split into 
two to level up the competition.

After two dramatic heats, the 15 year-old Luis Gono won the 
championship title and a brand new Toyota Vios 1.5 G M/T as 
the grand prize. Pauland Dumlao got the runner-up spot and 
a prize purse of PhP 400,000. Jason Choachuy finished at third 
place garnering a total prize purse of P200,000. Disc Jockey 
and TV celebrity Sam YG won in the Celebrity Category, while 
Paulo Subido emerged as the champion from the Media All-
Stars Class.

Vios Cup race cars lined up for the 3rd and final leg of the 2014 Vios Cup. 2014 Vios Cup overall winner Luis Gono (2nd from right) receives the brand 
new Toyota Vios 1.5 G M/T grand prize from TMP President Michinobu Sugata 
(center) in a ceremonial turnover. 

The Vios Cup racers and TMP executives all geared-up for the Race 2 of the 
2014 Vios Cup at the Clark International Speedway

SEASON 1, RACE 2

The 2014 Vios Cup resumed with Race 2 on July 26, 2014. 
Heavy rains did not stop thousands of spectators from all over 
the country from witnessing the racing competition at the 
Clark International Speedway. 

Once again, Jason Choachuy, who represented Toyota 
Balintawak, emerged as the winner for both the first and 
second heats of the race—scoring huge strategic points 

TMP President Michinobu Sugata and TMP Executive Vice President for 
Marketing Yohei Murase, along with the winners of the Vios Cup Race 2

advantage in the 3-leg race series. Carlos Casta�eda of Toyota 
Alabang and Allan Uy of Toyota Quezon Avenue bagged the 
2nd place, while I�aki Araneta of Toyota Alabang and Luis 
Gono of Toyota North Edsa landed at 3rd place for heats 1 
and 2 respectively. Local celebrity Sam YG won the Celebrity 
Division, while Paulo Subido of Top Gear Philippines won the 
Media Division.
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THE ALL NEW VIOS
SPECIAL FEATURE

Since its introduction in 2003, the Vios has stood as a symbol of how Toyota vehicles are made, with 
our customers in mind. Built with the highest quality and known in its class for its fuel efficiency, the 
Vios has long been a favorite among Filipinos. With this new model, TMP provides added value and 
continues to bring smiles to our customers.

In photo during the ceremonial roll-off are: Left Side (from left): TMP Executive Vice President Kenji Kitamura, TMP Senior Executive Vice President David Go, Mitsui & Co., Inc. 
Integrated Transportation Systems Business Unit  Operating Officer Kazuyuki Yagi, TMP President Michinobu Sugata, Toyota Motor Corporation Executive General Manager 
Yoshihiro Uozumi, and Philippine Economic Zone Authority Director General Lilia De Lima. Right Side (from left): TMP Vice Chairman Alfred V. Ty, Embassy of Japan in the 
Philippines Ambassador Toshinao Urabe,  Department of Trade & Industry Assistant Secretary Romulo Manlapig, Santa Rosa City Mayor Arlene Arcillas, Toyota Motor Corporation 

ZK Product Planning Group Deputy Chief Engineer Takamoto Suzuki, and TMP Executive Vice President Yohei Murase.

Leading the champagne-pouring ceremony are Philippine Economic Zone Authority Director General Lilia de Lima 
(leftmost) and TMP Vice Chairman Alfred V. Ty (rightmost)

On July 8, 2013, Toyota introduced the 
All New Vios at a ceremonial line-off 
at its manufacturing plant in Santa 
Rosa City, Laguna, where it is built with 
global Toyota quality by TMP Team 
Members. 

The All New Vios is another big 
step for TMP to firm up its market 
leadership and Toyota’s presence in 
the country. Coupled with the Vios’ 
Quality, Durability and Reliability 
(QDR), this new model is expected to 
take the country by storm and to give 
customers a fun driving experience at 
an affordable price.

During the ceremony, Toyota and 
its entire supply chain thanked the 
Department of Trade and Industry, 
the Board of Investments, and the 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
for their support in bringing the 
project to its fruition. In his special 
message, Toyota Motor Corporation 
(TMC) Motomachi Plant executive 
general manager Yoshihiro Uozumi, 
commended TMP on this milestone 

and expressed gratitude to the Philippine 
Government for its strong support to the 
domestic automotive industry. Uozumi 
further urged the government to continue 
developing programs to encourage growth 
in the industry.

The All-New Vios has a tremendous 
significance to the local automotive 
industry. With its introduction comes the 

announcement of Toyota’s plans to further 
enhance the localization ratio of this model 
by utilizing TMP’s press plant to localize the 
stamping of 17 part numbers by July 2014. This 
is seen to bring improved press technology 
into the country and, consequently, invigorate 
Philippine manufacturing, as it generates more 
investments, employment, and technology 
upgrades.
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Volunteers from Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC) in Japan, Toyota Motor Philippines Corporation (TMP), 
Toyota Makati, Inc. (TMI), Toyota Bicutan-Para�aque (TBP), Toyota San Fernando (TSF), Toyota Autoparts 
Philippines, Inc. (TAP), Lexus Manila, Inc. (LMI), and Toyota Financial Services Philippines (TFSPH) during 
the annual tree-planting activity in Pe�ablanca, Cagayan

PHILIPPINE PEÑABLANCA SUSTAINABLE 
REFORESTATION PROJECT
The Philippine Peñablanca Sustainable 
Reforestation Project (PPSRP) was a 
joint undertaking of the Toyota Group, 
the non-government organization 
Conservation International (CI) 
Philippines, the Pe�ablanca local 
government, and the Department 
of Environment & Natural Resources 
(DENR). Funded by Toyota Motor 
Corporation (Japan), the US$3.0 Million 
project aimed to efficiently promote 
sustainable reforestation efforts in the 
area, as well as improve the quality of 
life of local residents by involving them 
in the project so they could have a steady 
source of income. They were taught to 
plant and cultivate mango trees. Ten 
percent of the proceeds from mango 
sales were put aside in a Reforestation 
Fund to ensure that reforestation 
activities would be continued by the 
residents. For their personal needs, 
certain trees have been designated 
for firewood, and rice hulls have been 
used to supplement firewood as fuel for 
cooking.  Likewise, locals were taught 
to plant ten (10) species of indigenous 
trees to restore the forests and prevent 
flooding in the lowlands. TMP also 
donated a Hilux unit to be used by 
the project implementers as a service 
vehicle.

From 2007 to 2012, the Toyota Group 
had been regularly sending volunteers 

to Pe�ablanca to plant trees at the 
project site. TMP Team Members, 
as well as volunteers from Toyota 
Motor Corporation (TMC) in Japan 
and employees from TMP’s affiliated 
companies like Toyota Makati, Inc. 
(TMI), Toyota Bicutan-Para�aque (TBP), 
Toyota San Fernando (TSF), Toyota 
Autoparts Philippines, Inc. (TAP), Lexus 
Manila, Inc. (LMI), and Toyota Financial 
Services Philippines (TFSPH) joined the 
annual activity.

In 2013, the reforestation of 2,500 
hectares of land under the project 
was completed. The 6-year project 
was formally closed in July through 
a handover ceremony held at Hotel 
Roma in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan. 
During the ceremony, the management 
and responsibilities of the project 
were officially turned over to the local 
stakeholders.

The PPSRP was awarded the Gold level 
— the highest level achievable — by the 
Climate Community and Biodiversity 
(CCB) Standards for its exceptional 
biodiversity benefits. Meeting the CCB 
criteria means that the project will not 
only restore and protect the forests, but 
also reduce greenhouse gases, preserve 
biodiversity, and improve the livelihood 
of local people while also helping to 
conserve critically endangered species. 

TOYOTA ADOPT-A-FOREST PROJECT
Continuing its advocacy for environment 
conservation and enhancement, TMP, 
through TMPF, forged a collaborative 
partnership with the University of the 
Philippines Los Ba�os Foundation, 
Inc. (UPLBFI) in August 2012 for the 
implementation of the Toyota Adopt-A-
Forest Project. Together with its regional 
affiliate, Toyota Motor Asia Pacific Pte. 
Ltd. (TMAP), Toyota provided funding 
with total project cost amounting to 
Php 1.3 Million. 

The project includes the reforestation 
of ten (10) hectares inside the Makiling 
Botanic Gardens (MBG), creation 
of a 3-hectare Toyota Palmetum 
Garden, construction of a nursery and 
propagation of palm tree seedlings, and 
refurbishment of an existing 300-sq.m. 
room to be developed into a Toyota 
Environment Education Theater. 

In May 2013, volunteers consisting of 
TMP Team Members and their families 
planted one hundred (100) indigenous 
trees inside MBG as part of the project.

(From left) TMP First Vice President Lito Aligada, TMPF 
President David Go, TMP President Michinobu Sugata, 
UPLB Chancellor Victor Cruz, UPLBFI Executive Director 
Cecilio Arboleda, and Makiling Center for Mountain 
Ecosystems (MCME) Director Nathaniel Bantayan during 
the Memorandum of Agreement Signing Ceremony
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TMP aims to contribute to the Philippines and global Toyota by becoming the best source of highly-
skilled automotive professionals in the world. In establishing its very own technical school, TMP aims 
to produce highly-skilled Filipino workers to ensure the availability of technicians to serve the local 
dealer network, as well as supply skilled manpower to meet global demand. Geared towards nation-
building, TMP aims to provide the Filipino youth with quality education and a better future.

TOYOTA MOTOR PHILIPPINES 
SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY (TMP TECH)

SPECIAL FEATURE

TMP Tech students during
an actual shopfloor session

On August 2, 2013, TMP formally 

inaugurated the Toyota Motor Philippines 

School of Technology (TMP Tech) at the 

Toyota Special Economic Zone (TSEZ) in Santa 

Rosa City, Laguna. Founded by Toyota Motor 

Corporation (TMC) Honorary Chairman Dr. 

Shoichiro Toyoda and TMP Chairman Dr. 

George S.K. Ty, TMP Tech stands as a concrete 

example of Toyota’s unwavering efforts to 

further contribute to the betterment of 

Philippine society.

an Industry Immersion Program for the 

continuous upgrade of technical education 

in the country.

The school’s strong academe-industry linkage 

program allows holistic development of its 

students, thereby producing highly-skilled 

graduates, ensuring a stable supply of 

after-sales technicians for the continually 

expanding local Toyota Dealer Network.

TMP Tech Founders TMP Chairman Dr. George S.K. Ty 
and TMC Honorary Chairman Dr. Shoichiro Toyoda

Through TMP Tech, which started operations 

in September 2013, TMP is leveraging its 

technical, financial, and human resources in 

order to catalyze national development. The 

establishment of the school is, likewise, a 

significant step towards TMP’s grand dream 

to make the Philippines a Human Resource 

Development hub for global Toyota.

As a world-class technical institution, TMP 

Tech provides state-of-the-art facilities, 

highly-trained instructors and up-to-date 

equipment with a high equipment-to-student 

ratio to ensure thorough hands-on training 

and conducive learning environment. TMP 

Tech’s advanced and fast-track curriculum 

offers a 2-year regular Automotive Servicing 

Course – General Job Program certified by the 

Technical Education and Skills Development 

Authority (TESDA). After completing the 

program, a TMP Tech graduate is equipped 

with Toyota Pro-Technician skills. TMP 

Tech has also partnered with TESDA for 










































